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¢ 
HARRISON WAKES UP 
| AT 5:45 AM, 


HE'D BEEN DREAMING 


ABOUT MADELINE DANIELS. 


(SHE'S HIS LAB PARTNER 
IN BIOLOGY.) 


MADELINE’S A TOTAL 
HOTTIE. SHE HAS NO 
IDEA JORDAN'S BEEN IN 
LOVE WITH HER SINCE 
FRESHMAN YEAR. 
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THE HARRISONS, In 
MOTHER AND SON, LIVE 

ON THE LOWER EAST |PA 
SIDE, BY THE WAY. 


A FIFTH-FLOOR WALK-UP ABOVE 


A CHINESE FOOD RESTAURANT. 


TO STUDY. LIKE HE 

DOES EVERY MORNING 
DURING THE WEEK. 
(SATURDAYS, HE SLEEPS 
UNTIL 8: SUNDAYS, UNTIL 9.) 


STUDENT. HE GETS 
MOSTLY Bs AND Cs, 
NO Ds, AND ONE A. 


IN BIOLOGY. 


DANIELS AND 
HER SWEATERS. 


SCIENCE--IN ALL ITS 
PERMUTATIONS--HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN JORDAN'S 
FAVORITE SUBJECT. 


A UN 
FIFTH PERIOD. 
(PE. CLASS.) 


HUMILIATING TO. 
SOMEONE LIKE JORDAI 


HE'S NEVER KNOWN HIS DAD 
(LONG STORY), JORDAN 
FOR SOME REASON IMAGINES 
THAT HE'S A SCIENTIST. 


OF OTHER SCIENTISTS, 
ON A SECRET PROJECT 
IN THE MOUNTAINS, LIKE 
OPPENHEIMER DID. 


TOP OF HIS CLASS IN SCIENCE. 
IN PHYSICS, IN CHEMISTRY, AND NOW 
(ESPECIALLY NOW) IN BIOLOGY. IT 
JUST COMES NATURALLY TO HIM. 


HE PORGETE HOW” 
SCRAWNY AND 


D NORMALLY I JUST 
TE --PETER TEACH CHEMISTRY, 
SCIENCE TEACHERS. "ARKER, BUT YOU BUT THIS YEAR, BECAUSE 
ESPECIALLY HIS ; CAN CALL ME OF CUTBACKS, I'M 
CURRENT ONE. A 1 MR. PARKER, TEACHING ONE SECTION @ 
YOUNG GUY NOT OF BIOLOG: 
COMPLETELY ’ 
UNLIKE HIM NAMED: 


“KIDDO, YOU 

HAVEN'T BEEN 

UP ALL NIGHT, 
HAVE YOU? 


PARALEGAL AT THE FIRM OF MURDOCK 
AND NELSON. AND A WORRIER. 


NO, MOM, 
JUST A LITTLE WHILE. 
AND IN THE FUTURE, 
COULD YOU PLEAS! 
YOU KNOW-- 
KNOCK? 


IN THE FUTURE, 

I WILL. AND COULD You 
PLEASE--YOU KNOW--GET 
DRESSED AND JOIN ME FOR 
BREAKFAST? YOU'RE NOT 
LEAVING WITHOUT EATING 
AGAIN, KIDDO. 


FINE, FINE. 
/ _ LEMME JUST 
FINISH OUTLINING: 
THIS CHAPTER, 
OKAY? 


WHAT'S IT 
ABOUT? 
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YOU'VE ALWAYS 
LIKED THE SQUISHY, 
\ SCARY THINGS, HAVEN'T 


OR SOME OTHER MOLLUSK CAME 
ON P.B.S. OR THE DISCOVERY 
CHANNEL, JORDAN WOULD SIT 
AND WATCH, TRANSFIXED, 
EVERYTHING ELSE FORGOTTEN. 


oe *% 
HOW GOP MADE 
JORDA! 


"DON'T YOU 'WHATEVER’ ME. 
KNOW ABOUT OMLy O 
JORDAN HARRISON: PERSON KNOWS 
HE HAS A SECRET. WHAT IT IS: 


MOM--ARE YOU 
BURNING, My ees | AS 
ISHMENT FOF } 


BEING LATE? CAUSE 
IT SMELLS LIKE. 


MOM? 
WHAT'S GOING 
‘ON, WHAT'S 
WRONG? 


IT HAPPENED 
LAST NIGHT BUT 
THEY'RE... THEY'RE 
REPLAYING IT ON 
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--SINCE I 
WAS FIFTEEN 
YEARS OLD. 


piglet 


GET THAT; I'M 
SURE IT'S 
FOR YOU. 


g 
~ 
~ CALL JORDAN'S 
- A | WAITED FOR His 
ENTIRE LIFE. 


Po 


iy 
UAGE, 
1000. 


--OH MY GOD, 
JORDAN, ARE YOU 
WATCHING THIS? I'M, 
LIKE, COMPLETELY 
DISTURBED. LIKE, MISTER 
PARKER IS SPIDER-MAN? AND 
HE'S BEEN, LIKE, TEACHING 
US ALL YEAR? AND, LIKE, 
NOT SAYING 

ANYTHING? _44 


LIKE, WHAT'S 
THAT ABOUT? (THOUGH, 

I MEAN, IT DOES EXPLAIN THE 
BRUISES AND FREQUENT ABSENCES: 
T WAS ALWAYS LIKE: "WHAT, DOES 

HIS WIFE ABUSE HIM? IS MR. 
PARKER IN, LIKE, AN ABUSIVE 
RELATIONSHIP?” 


Ss 


17'S THE MOST MADELINE’S 
EVER SAID TO JORDAN. 
WHO'S NOT EVEN LISTENING. 


WHO'S REMEMBERING --YES, JORDAN, 
THE TIME HE TOLD MR. WHAT CAN I DO 
PARKER HIS SECRET. YOU FOR? 


THE THING IS, 
MR. PARKER...DON'T 
TAKE THIS THE WRONG 
WAY, BUT... 


Tew A, MARINE BIOLOGIST, 
You SAID BIOLOsy ECTOR ano sau 
WASN'T REALLY YOUR ‘AND STUFF. 
AREA OF EXPERTISE, I 
KNOW THAT'S CHEMISTRY I'VE BEEN 
OR WHATEVER, BUT... TALKING TO THE UNIVERSITY 
I’M REALLY COUNTING R - ( OF MIAMI (THEY HAVE A GREAT 
‘ON YOU. PROGRAM), AND THEY SAID 
THAT I HAVE TO GET SERIOUS 
NOW IF I WANNA 


THIS CLASS, 

I MEAN. ‘CAUSE 
I'M WORKING TOWARDS 
BEING A...YOU KNOW.. 
A BIOLOGIST. 


wwAND YOU 
THINK, BECAUSE 
I/M NOT A BIOLOGIST 
AT HEART-- 


=-AND MAYBE 
BECAUSE I HAVE A 
REPUTATION FOR NOT 
ALWAYS...BEING 
AROUND-- 


YOU THINK 
I’M NOT GONNA 


WAY YOU NEED TO, 
BE PUSHED. 


JOBODY KNOWS 
OCTOPI THE WAY I 
KNOW OCTOPI. 


FIFTEEN 


THE FIRST 
TIME WE MET, 
HE WAS A 
FIFTEEN-YEAR- 
‘OLD BOY... 


WELL...TAKE MY WORD FOR IT, 
JORDAN: I KNOW WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 
BE YOUR AGE AND TO FEEL A PASSION 
FOR SCIENCE. AND ALTHOUGH My 
DISSERTATION WAS IN RADIOACTIVITY, 
I'M MORE THAN PROFICIENT 
IN BIOLOGY. 


WHENEVER YOU 
NEED ME, IF YOU WANT 
TO GET AHEAD, DO 

EXTRA-CREDIT, ANYTHING 
LIKE THAT, I'LL BE 
THERE, OKAY? 


OF COURSE 
I WAS. 


AI 
EI 
IAS. " ; 
“AND YOU'RE MR. 
PARKER'S PET, WHICH 


MEANS THEY'RE GONNA 


YOU'LL MEET 

ME? IN FRONT 

OF THE MAIN 
BUILDING? 


“AND I’M YOUR 
LAB PARTNER, RIGHT? 
WHICH MEANS...IF 
YOU'RE GETTING 
INTERVIEWED, I’M 
GETTING INTERVIEWED.” 


Lit /E 
THAT THIS IS JUST HER 
=] WAY OF DEALING WITH... 
THE UN-DEALABLE. 


OH MY 
GOD. MY SCIENCE 
TEACHER WAS-- 


HIS DESK? OR MAYBE 
HIS WIFE? ISN'T MR. 
PARKER MARRIED TO A 
SUPERMODEL OR 
SOMETHING? WHO'S 
ALWAYS CALLING HIM--" 


YOU OKAY, 
TIGER? BECAUSE 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO 
DO THIS, YOU KNOW, 
YOU CAN STILL 
BACK OUT. 


UNFORTUNATELY, 
HOTSTUFF.. 


AGIN 
SCENE PLAYING OUT; NOT 
FAR FROM THE TRUTH, 

BUT NOT QUITE IT, EITHER.) 


HE DID IT? 
WHERE WAS 
HE RIGHT. 
BEFORE?” 


GU 
WAY TO BE SURE 
BUT PROE 


NOT LITERALLY, 
I'LL BE HERE WITH YOUR, 
WELL...I/M AUNT, BUT..I'LL ALSO BE 
GONNA BE OUT OUT THERE WITH YOU, TOO. 
THERE WITH HOLDING YOUR HAND. TELLING 
YOU, OKAY? YOU HOW MUCH I LOVE 
YOU AND HOW PROUD I 


TOLD you, YOU AM OF YOU, 


+:TIME TO. 
MAKE HISTORY, 
‘SON. 


"ON THE NEWS, THAT MILLIONAIRE- 
SLASH-IRON MAN GUY TONY STARK 
WAS WITH MR. PARKER,” JORDAN 
THINKS, THEN WONDERS: "DID HE 
PICK HIM UP AT HIS HOUSE, TOO?" 


'S THAT. 
WHAT TIME IT IS, 


LUNCH AGAIN. 


* SO THAT’S WHAT MIGHT 
HAVE HAPPENED IN THE 
RECENT PAST. NOI 


NOW LET'S TURN 
TO WHAT IS HAPPENING 
pe] IN THE PRESE! 


up 2D 
THINKING, LIKE THE TEENAGER 
THAT HE IS, "HOW IS THIS 
GONNA AFFECT ME?" 


CANCEL, Jorpan 


VENOM’ 
Back IN Town 


ABOUT APPLYING 
TO COLLEGES?” 


I, UH, SEE 
HERE THAT ONE 
OF YOUR LETTERS 
OF RECOMMENDATION 
WAS WRITTEN BY, UH, 
SPIDER-MAN? IS 
THAT RIGHT? 


JORDAN IS ALMOST 
DECAPITATED BY A 
FLYING MAILBOX. 


SLOW-MOTION. SHE'D BE 
BATHED IN A CELESTIAL 


PANIC-IN-THE-STREETS MOVIE. 


AS 
MADELINE, = 
WHAT'S GOING ON? 
WHY IS EVERYONE a 
RUNNING? 4 


ONE OF THOSE 


RIGHT IN FRONT OF 
MIDTOWN HIGH!!! | 


c= 
aL WH id 


BEEN LAUGHING AT 
ME? ALL THIS TIME? ALL 
THESE YEARS? YOU 
AND YOUR AUNT??? 
LAUGHING?!77 


PETER-- 
PARKER??, 


‘I'VE BEEN 
SPIDER-MAN SINCE 
I WAS FIFTEEN 

YEARS OLD!!! 


| IT'S A ~ 

§ (SHOCK, OTTO,”_--AWAY 
I KNOW, BUT FROM ALL 
LET'S TALK . THESE 
ABOUT IT-- PEO-- 


% “MADELINE, WE 
HAVE TO DO 
val SOMETHING! 


7) 


] “LIKE WHAT? AND 
WHAT DO You || 
MEA D 


YOU WANNA 
SEE IT, OTTO? 
YOU WANNA SEE 
\ IT THAT BAD? 


THIS ONE RISES IN HIS 
CONSCIOUSNESS-—AND BLOTS] 
EVERYTHING ELSE OUT. 


IT WAS YEARS AGO. 


(BACK WHEN HE WORE 
A GREEN JUMPSUIT.) 


OCTAVIUS SHOULD HAVE 


BEEN THRILLED-- 
OVERJOYED, IN FACT-- 
BUT HE WOULDN'T LET 
HIMSELF GO THERE. 


PRESENT, AS WELL, 
THEIR VOICES ECHOING 
ACROSS THE YEARS: 


MR, JAMESON-- 
LOOK! HE’S BEATEN 
‘SPIDER-MAN! 


HE'S ALMOST A 
unconscious!: WHE DOESN'T 


I CAN'T. 
BELIEVE IT: 


EVEN STRUGGLE AS 
I TRY TO REMOVE 
HIS MASK! THERE 

CAN ONLY BE 
ONE ANSWER... 


? RE'S 
PARKER? HE SHOULD BE 
PHOTOGRAPHING 


IT 15 DR. 
OCTOPUS! GOOD. 
THING YOU CALLED 
, MISS! 


HE AND SPIDER-MAN 
WERE FIGHTING, AND 
HE--FOR ONCE--WAS 
ACTUALLY WINNING. 


THIS IS. 
IMPOSSIBLE: 
YOU'RE LIKE A HUMAN 
PUNCHING BAG!! 
WHAT'S HAPPENED: 
TO YOu?? 


I SHOULD HAVE 

KNO! 

SPID 

[__\ THAT WEAKLING BRAT, 
PETER PARKER! 


LIT ISN'T 
ER-MAN! IT’S. 


BAH!! TAKE 
fel ! 


} /,, You wourn’ve 

| { KILLED A KID. NOT 
‘SPIDER-MAN, 
BUT A KID. 


“THAT'S WHAT 
YOU WOULD'VE 


IF YOU 
KILL HIM 
NOW... 


YOU WON'T BE \/ SOMEONE WITH 


ACTUALLY. 


+.¥OU THINK 

HE ACTUALLY 

CARES FOR 
you? 


THAN ANY 
OTHER TEACHER 
I'VE EVER 
HAD, YES. 


AND WHY, PRAY, 
SHOULD THAT MATTER wd 
TO ME? WHY, IN PROB) 
OTHER WORDS, ARE we 


OBABLY HE 
DISTRACTING 
YOU TELLING ME YOU TO BUY ME 
THESE THINGS? ‘SOME TIME. 


WHEN HE REGAINS CONSCIOUSNESS, 
OTTO OCTAVIUS WILL BE IN A PRISON 


“FIFTEEN YEARS OLD...FIFTEEN YEARS OLD. 
OVER AND OVER AGAIN. 


98-POUND 
\ WEAKLING?- 


YEAH, WELL, 
THIS IS KIND OF 
MY MAKE-OR-BREAK 
YEAR, SO I FIGURE 
YOU SHOULD 
PROBABLY BE ALIVE 
TO, YOU KNOW, 
HELP. PLUS... 


INA YEAR AND A HALF, 
JORDAN HARRISON 

WILL BE AWARDED A 
SCHOLARSHIP TO ATTEND 
THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI. 


WHEN PEOPLE BECAUSE OF WHAT HE DID TODAY, 

GIVE MOLLUSKS HIS NICKNAME--AFTER HE GETS HIS 

‘A BAD NAME, PH.D. FOR HIS WORK WITH HUMBOLDT 
SQUID--WILL BE DR. OCTOPUS. 


IT WON'T BE THE 
GREATEST, BUT 
JORDAN'LL BE ABLE 
TO LIVE WITH IT. 


